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Rural Grocery Energy Program 
Economic Development at the KCC 
Energy Division Focus 
 Reducing Taxpayer Burden 
 Public facilities are saving over $20 million annually through the Facility 
Conservation Improvement Program (FCIP) 
 Added new partners – 15 Energy Service Companies compared to 10 in FY 
2013 
 Over $160 million in improvements in higher education; more than $50 
million in USDs 
 Educating Kansans about our vast energy resources 
 Kansas Energy Expo to debut at the 2014 Kansas State Fair 
 Road Show to compliment Energy Division programs 
 Strengthening Kansas Small Businesses 
 Provided 4 rural grocery stores and 2 business incubators energy grants 
 Performing 15 rural grocery store energy audits in FY 2014 
 Teaming up with KSU’s Rural Grocery Initiative to provide more resources 
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Goal of the Program 
 Provide in-depth look at energy use and 
recommendations to save money 
 Reduce operational costs and prioritize limited capital 
 Create better access to federal grants (USDA, DOE) 
 Identify the importance of energy costs in economic 
development initiatives 
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The Pilot 
 2013 
 Identified 4 grocery stores for audits and grants 
 KSU Students performed energy audit (energy efficiency and 
renewable) 
 Report provided to KCC, energy project selected, grant funds 
awarded 
 Stores completed projects, received reimbursement from KCC 
 2014 
 Issued a request for applications for free energy audit to 
grocery stores 
 Worked with KSU’s Rural Grocery Initiative to publicize 
 Received and scored 16 applications 
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The Initial Results 
 10 scored as Energy Star eligible (Score of 75 or greater) 
 6 scored as needing improvement 
 Selected 10 lowest-ranked stores to receive full audits 
 Remaining 6 stores will receive a walkthrough analysis 
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      Walkthrough Analysis 










 Audits performed by Energy Office staff 
 Examined lighting, refrigeration, thermal boundary 
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Energy Audit Report 
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Potential 
 Continue with grocery store audits using the already-
established network 
 Solicit community-wide applications – spend several 
days in each community performing as many business 
audits as possible 
 Provide tool-kit to grocery store owners to do  
self-assessments  
 Develop startup guide for new businesses coming to 
Kansas, particularly in coordination with the Rural 
Opportunity Zones 
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